
 
 

 
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER 

July 2026 

 

We are the Body of Christ 

 

When:   Saturday, 11 July @ 5:30pm 
        
Where:  Morayfield Community Uniting Church 

12-16 Weier Road 
Morayfield QLD 4506 

 

Please bring something savoury to share for dinner after the gathering.  

The Board will be providing dessert. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

 

 

Next Gathering 



 

De Colores 

from the 

Community Lay Director 

 

Greetings Everyone, 

Women’s walk 111 was held only a couple of weeks ago and I wish to acknowledge the effort and dedication of the 

Team and the community members for successfully running this walk. Thank you to everyone involved in whatever 

capacity. We pray that God has continued to protect the Team and pilgrims in this time after the walk. 

Now it is time to welcome the new members of the community that just did their walk by coming along to the next 

gathering on 11 July at 5:30pm, held at Morayfield Uniting Church. Please bring something to share for mains at the 

fellowship dinner that will follow the service. The Board will provide dessert. Please put this date in your diary, and the 

rest of the gatherings to be held on the second Saturday of each month. It will be great to have you attend as many 

Emmaus events as possible this year that you are available for. 

The Chrysalis flight 77 will be held this weekend, from 2- 5 July 2026, at the CYC Advancetown site. It would be great 

to support Chrysalis through attending candle lighting on 4 July and closing on 5 July. Both the candle lighting and 

Closing service will be held on the camp site.  

CYC Advancetown 

555 Nerang Murwillumbah Road, Advancetown. 

There are a couple of young people from our community doing their flight and some from our community on team, it 

would be wonderful to have members of BNC Emmaus attend these parts of the weekend, Candle lighting is at 7pm 

Saturday 4 July and for closing arrive at 3:45pm on Sunday 5 July for 4pm service. Our gathering on 11 July will also 

be an opportunity for the butterflies from our community to join our Emmaus Community. Please pray for this flight 

and sign up to the Prayer Vigil  

The link is on our community web site or follow this link.  https://vigil.emmaus.org.au/ 

Men’s Walk 110 is now to be held from 29 Oct to 1 Nov. Please support and pray for Ian as he works on filling the 

team positions. Seek God’s guidance on who to sponsor to attend the walk.  

Please continue to support other Emmaus Communities as they run their programs. Sign up for the Prayer vigils for 

upcoming Emmaus events in Australia. 

Over the last few weeks assisting with agape for walk 111 and for the Chrysalis flight, I have been reminded of the 

many gems of truth on the messages on much of the agape. Most of us have a box in the cupboard with the agape, 

some gathered over many years, some maybe from your walk. These messages offer great encouragement and should 

be in the front of our minds. Take out that box from the cupboard, or wherever you store your agape, and read those 

messages and cling onto the truths that they contain.  

There are opportunities to assist the BNC Community by serving on the Board or in other support roles. If you are 

interested and feel that you are being called to serve in this area, please speak to myself or of the board members. 

Roles that are vacant include, secretary and gatherings coordinator. I encourage you to pray about and consider what 

role/ position you are being called to serve in. 

Looking forward to joining in our gathering and celebration for walk 111 and flight 77 on 11 July. 

De Colores  

David Close 

https://vigil.emmaus.org.au/


                                                                  De Colores      

                    from the 

                        Community Spiritual Director  

 

A World Apart 
The road to Emmaus!   

We know the story well. I am sure you have heard it more than onc e- two disciples 
walking along the road trying to escape from the madness of the world behind them.  A 
stranger greets them and walks with them and they ask him if he is the only one who 
does not know what has happened over the last few days. 

I wonder how much of that is our story! 

How much of our story is walking along trying to escape what we have left behind and 
Jesus comes alongside us and reminds us that we are not walking the road alone, and 
instead inspires us to take up our mat and our cross and follow him. 

The weekend retreat that we call the walk to Emmaus is an amazing experience for so 
many people not just because of the fun, the frivolity, the amazing insight that we get 
into the speakers lives but because we are taken away and for once in our lives are 
allowed to spend seventy two hours with God. 

The disciples on the road only got a few hours with Jesus that day, but we get the benefit 
of so much more.   The problem off course is that we have to return to our normal lives  -
whatever that looks like, but we have a choice when we return.  We can choose to go 
back and live life as though nothing has happened, that the world has not changed, that 
we have not changed. 

OR 

We can choose to take a different road in the words of Scott Peck – “The road less 
travelled”.  We can choose to set ourselves apart, recognising the amazing gift of Grace 
that we have received and then use that to change not just our lives but the lives of those 
around us. 

Our actions do not have to be world changing, but by changing how we react and act to 
those around us, they will see that something is different - almost like we live in a world 
apart form the madness the rest of the world endures and they will start to ask 
questions.  That then is the opportunity to share the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 
De Colores  
Neil Storey 
Community Spiritual Director 



 

 

 

Walk 111 Reflection 

What a beautiful, God-filled experience Walk 111 turned out to be, despite all the challenges 

Margaret and I faced in forming our team. 

On Thursday evening, the dining room was filled with conversation and nervous anticipation 

as pilgrims arrived, settled into their accommodation, and shared in a wonderful meal 

lovingly prepared by dedicated members of our community. 

It was a true joy and blessing to witness relationships deepen and faith grow stronger as the 

weekend unfolded. One difference from my previous Walk experiences was having two men 

on the team, with Dave Thomas and Neil Storey supporting Margaret as ASD’s. Their 

presence brought valuable perspectives to the talks and enriched many of the special 

moments throughout the weekend. 

We also had our two dedicated Prayer Directors take on dual roles by each presenting a talk 

during the weekend. This was another difference from previous Walks, but one that helped 

ensure the weekend ran smoothly and successfully. Thank you, Neil and Jenny Sims, for your 

willingness to serve in so many ways. 

I look forward to seeing everyone at our Gathering in July and hearing about our pilgrims' 

Fourth Day journeys. 

 

De Colores 

Tracey 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

      

 

Face-to-Face Encounter #4 will be held: 

Tuesday, September 1st & 3rd; Thursday, September 8th & 10th 

 

The first get together for the Team was Formation on June 20 @ Sandgate 
Uniting Church. This Session was led by our National Co-ordinator Ian 
Riding, with lots of enthusiasm. 

Day 1 July 11  Training to be held @ Sandgate Uniting Church 

Day 2 August 8  Training this day will be held @ Pine Rivers Uniting 
Church (this is the Venue site) & ‘Commissioning of the Team’ @ our July 

Gathering 

Day 3 August 23 Final Training Day to be held @ Sandgate Uniting 
Church 

There will be plenty of opportunities for you to participate in supporting the 
Team, more news on this from Lay Director Jill Fletcher 

 

How can I help - please contact Margaret Niethe Face-to-Face Co-ordinator 
for BNCE, pmniethe@hotmail.com or 0416 070 852. 

 

"Even to your old age and grey hairs I am he, I am he who will sustain 

you. I have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will 
rescue you."        Isaiah 46:4 (NIV) 

Margaret Niethe 

 

 

mailto:pmniethe@hotmail.com


 

 

Brisbane North Coast Community 

 

 

 

 

Greetings Emmaus Community 

We had our formation day on 20th June, and we had almost full attendance 
of the people we have on team.  It was a very encouraging day as we sang 
together, prayed together, shared together and got to know each other 

better and learned together how the Encounter works. Thank you, Ian, for 
the work you put into our training. It has been quite a long time since we 
have had an encounter in this community so it was good to refresh our 
minds and for the newbies to be know how it all flows. There are still a few 
vacancies on the team – 2 Male table leaders, a kitchen co-ordinator (I 
have helpers but no person in charge) and at least 1 Male prayer. If you 
feel called to help, please me know. 

We are looking forward to our next training day on 11 July and then joining 
the community for the gathering afterwards. 

Please keep praying for the team, for all the logistics to make the walk 
happen smoothly, for the team to be complete and, very importantly, 
some more pilgrims.  

De Colores 

Jill 

Jill Fletcher pthf452@bigpond.net.au  or 0400 687 056 
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Greetings from Walk #110 Lay Director.  

 

 Getting a team together for our postponed men's walk is proving slow but sure.  A 

lot of prayer and phone time is required.  

We still need table leaders and another assistant so if you are available or know 

someone who is, please let me know.  We are also looking for musicians   

and dining room.  We have 6 pilgrims signed up so far and I know God has plans for 

more.  

It is around 4 months to go now and we will announce the training dates and location 

very soon.  Walks can't happen without the Community's support so please keep 

praying. 

 

De Colores  

Ian Riding 

LD Walk 110 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Music 

 

Music is vital to Emmaus Walks, Face to Face Encounters as well as our 

Gatherings 

Always looking for people who can play music and lead worship! Please let me 
know if you like to lead singing, play the piano or other accompanying 
instrument; this could be for a Walk an Encounter or for a Gathering. 
 
Do you now a person who might like to be a part of this ministry? 

 
Please contact Leanne 

 

Leanne Close Music Co-ordinator  Phone 0414 768 329 

        Email: music@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au 

 

 

 

Emmaus Ministries Australia and 

International Newsletters 

The latest Emmaus Ministries Australia and international Newsletters are 

available using the following links. 

National Website: Emmaus Ministries Australia (campaign-archive.com) 

International Website: The Upper Room (campaign-archive.com) 

 

 

mailto:music@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au
https://us20.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=c4ee88236f023a3a9814c4a93&id=028ce16763
https://us7.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=1b5f1dafae8900da3ef72c04d&id=0542d9a4cf


72 Hour Prayer Vigils 

Check out the Walks or Encounters being held by other communities.  You could join in 

upholding them in prayer on https://vigil.emmaus.org.au/ 

 

Don’t forget 

The bank details for General Donations just in case you missed the Gathering and would like to contribute.   

Bank details for donations to provide Agape gifts of– flowers, rainbow cake, Ice-cream & toppings,  

Communion Elements etc. 

General Donations BSB:        334-040 Walk Agape Donations     BSB: 334-040 

A/c No:    553 890 883      A/c No:   554 465 053 

 

For any prayer needs that you would like to share with the Emmaus Community,  

 Contact our Prayer Co-ordinator – Jenny Sims 

 

Email: prayer@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au  

Phone: 0406 477 547    

 

Please send Newsletter Items to 

 newsletter@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au 

 

 

We seem to be a very busy community at the moment with a Chrysalis Flight, a Face-to-Face 
Encounter and a Men’s Walk. So let us take a moment to remind ourselves who is in charge 
and to keep our eyes firmly fixed on Jesus. 

“Let your eyes look straight ahead; fix your gaze directly before you. 

Give careful thought to the paths for your feet and be steadfast in all your ways. 

Do not turn to the right or the left keep your foot from evil.”   Proverbs 4:25–27 
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 CALENDAR EVENTS 2026 

 

Above are the current proposed calendar events for 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Activity Time Place 

2-5 July SEQ Chrysalis Flight    CYC Adventures at 
Advancetown 

4 July Candle Lighting Chrysalis 7.00pm CYC Adventures at 
Advancetown 

5 July Closing service Chrysalis 3.45pm CYC Adventures at 
Advancetown 

11 July  Training day - Face to Face  Sandgate Uniting Church 

11 July BNC Community Gathering 5.30pm Morayfield Uniting Church 

8 Aug Training day - Face to Face   Pine Rivers Uniting Church 

8 Aug BNC Community Gathering 
Commissioning Face to Face Team 

5.30pm Morayfield Uniting Church 
 

22 Aug Training Day - Face to Face  Sandgate Uniting Church 

1 & 3 
8 & 10 
Sept 

Face to Face Encounter   Pine Rivers Uniting Church 
30 Narangba Road 
Kallangur 

12 Sept BNC Community Gathering 5.30pm Morayfield Uniting Church 

10 Oct BNC Community Gathering 5.30pm Morayfield Uniting Church 

29 Oct-1 
Nov 

Men’s Walk #110  Glendalough Outdoor 
Education Centre  
Peregian Beach 

14 Nov BNC Community Gathering 5.30pm Morayfield Uniting Church 



 

 

YOUR BOARD 

Board Executive  Phone Email 

Community Lay Director David Close 0478 636 326 cld@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au 

Community Spiritual Director Neil Storey 0413 781 951 csd@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au 

Secretary  Currently Vacant  secretary@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au 

Treasurer  Gary Nicholls  0491 160 321 treasurer@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au 

  3886 5242 (Home) 

Registrar  Rebecca Fletcher  0418 742 931  registrar@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au 

Past CLD  Michelle Krosch 0401 428 271 am@krosch.com.au  

Walk Co-ordinator  Currently Vacant  cldelect@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au 

Face To Face Coordinator Margaret Niethe 0416 070 852 facetoface@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au 

   

Co-ordinators 

Prayer Coordinator  Jenny Sims  0406 477 547    prayer@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au 

Supplies Coordinator  David Close  0419 021 308 supplies@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au 

Music Coordinator  Leanne Close  0414 768 329 music@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au 

Dining Room Coordinator  Wayne Morrison 0400 474 122 diningroom@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au 

 Janelle Morrison 0410 641 377 

Agape Coordinator  Currently Vacant      

Gatherings Coordinator  Currently Vacant  gatherings@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au 

Website Coordinator  Paul Fletcher  0438 747 287 webadmin@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au 

Newsletter Editor Jill Fletcher 0400 687 056 newsletter@brisbanenorthcoast.emmaus.org.au  
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